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EDITORIAL 

DIFFERENT ASSUMPTIONS 

Dr. Raymond Eve , a s o c i a l  p s ycho l ogis t  f rom the Un i ver s i ty o f  
Texas a t  Arl ington , showed u p  a t  the annua l meet i ng o f  the Ameri can 
A s s o c i a t i on for the Advancement o f  S c i ence thi s year and told them 
s ometh i ng they d i dn't want to hear. He de l i vered the r e s u l t s  o f  
h i s  s tudy of " be l i evers i n  p s eudo s c i ence. " Accord i ng t o  Nancy Ro s s­
F l an igan wr i t ing for the Knight-R i dder News S e rvi c e , the current 
def i n i t i on of " p s eudo s c i ence " is " the be l i e f  tha t there is a 
s c i ent i f i c  basis for things tha t can't be e xp l a i ned through accepted 
s c i ent i f i c methods. " 

I woul d  prefer t o  app l y  the words " b e l i e f " and " be l i ever s " to 
the run-o f-the-m i l l  s c i ent i s t s  who are the one s tha t  exhib i t  a b l i nd 
f a i th that they are do i ng a wonder f u l  j ob a t  everything. Our vi ew­
point i s  that there i s  a s c i ent i f i c  bas i s  for things· that wou l d  be 
exp l a ined if s c i ent i s t s  truly app lied the s c i ent i fic method or i f  
they expanded the i r  methods t o  embrace new approache s such a s  te l e­
b i o l ogy. The l anguage i s  s tacked agains t  u s  when they ins i s t  on 
us ing wo rds such as " ps eudo s c i ence " and " fant as t i c  s c i ence. " 

Dr. Eve r o s e  a t  the AAAS to bur s t  one o f  the b a l l oons o f  the 
e s t ab l i shment. " Up t o  now , mo s t  s c i en t i s t s  h ave tended to depi c t  
be l i ever s  in p s eudo s c i ence a s  ignorant , p s ychopath i c , backwood s  
ignoramu s e s  or s ome t h i ng a l ong tho s e  l i ne s , b u t  w e  s trongl y  s u s pected 
i t  was not that s imp l e. " 

Wha t  Eve and othe r s  f ound was t h a t  peop l e  fe l l  i nto one o f  two 
groups. The f i r s t  were trad i t i on a l  and con s erva t i ve peop l e  who 
accepted B i b l i c a l  creat ion and Noah' s Ark , and were o therwi s e  
cons erva t ive i n  the i r  vi ews. They had bel i e f s  b a s e d  upon " trad i t i on , 
f a i th , author i ty , and reve l a t ion , " according t o  Eve. 

The s econd group was intere s ted in " fanta s t i c  s c i ence " wh i ch 
inc luded , according to Ros s-Fl anigan , " t a l e s  o f  my s te r i ou s  mon s ter s , 
sunken cont inen t s , p s ychi c powers , anc i ent a s tronaut s ,  and UFOs • • • •  

The s e  bel i evers f e e l  that ne i ther s c i ence nor r e l igion h a s  a l l  the 
an swers , s o  they're more wi l l ing to exp l ore the unorthodox. " 
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THE GARDAR SKULL AND THE TALLER-HOMINID 

by Mark A. H a l l  

I n  1 9 2 6  a Dani s h  a rcha e o l og i c a l  excava t i on unearthed rema ins 
o f  skel etons from a graveyard i n  Greenl and. The bone s a l l  dated f rom 
the twe l fth century A.D. and c ame f rom the s ame Nor s e  churchyard. 
I n  1 9 2 9  Prof. F. C. c. Hansen o f  Copenhagen pub l i shed a d e s c r i p t i on 
o f  a ma s s ive part o f  a s ku l l  and a l ower j awbone that were found at 
that s i te. As r e l ated by Sir Arthur Ke i th , Pro f e s sor Han s en " s aw 
they we re part s o f  the s ame i nd i v i du a l  - - a man �- and that both s howed 
in an extreme degree characters wh i ch mark the human s k u l l s  of an 
anc i ent type , s uch as the La Chape l l e  and Rhode s i an skul l s . " [ 1 ] Pro f. 
Han s en gave the name Homo gardarensis to th i s  f i nd. 

The meani ng o f  t h i s f i nd for u s  t oday i s  that one o f  the types 
o f  l iving man - l ike prima t e s reported i n  North Ame r i c a  a lready has 
a s c i ent i f i c  name . Th i s  name has been awarded b a s ed upon the phy s i c a l  
evi dence de s i red f o r  a c c ep t ab l e  s c i ent i f i c  c l a s s i f i ca t i on. Th e s ku l l  
f ound a t  Garda r , Gree n l and , i n  1 9 2 6  be l onged , i n  m y  v i ew , t o  a 
Tal l er-hom i n i d , a r e l a t i ve o f  mankind that has l i ved and i n  a l l 
l ike l ihood s t i l l  l i ve s i n  that part o f  the wor l d . The Ta l l e r-homin i d s  
have been d e s c r ibed by t h e  E s k imo s a n d  de s c r i bed e l s ewhere i n  North 
Amer i c a  as bygone i nhab i tants. The i r  l i ne age i s  known and goe s  back 
mi l l i on s  o f  year s  to f os s i l  f i nds i n  Afri c a. The Gardar skul l ,  the 
Tal l er-homin i d  the E sk imos have known , and the anc e s try o f  the s ku l l  
wi l l  a l l  b e  taken u p  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e . 

The skul l i s  i l l u s trated i n  F ig. 1 .  The context i n  wh i ch i t  was 
found i s  a s  i mportant a s  the appearance o f  the sku l l  i t s e l f. Gardar 
wa s a Viking s e t t l ement i n  s outhern Greenland. K e i t h  t e l l s  u s : 

By the twe l f th century the N o r s e  s e t t l ement a t  Gardar - - i n  the 
modern d i s tr i c t  o f  I k a l i ko had s o  prosper�d that it bui l t  
a Cathedra l and bur i ed i t s  dead i n  a ne ighbor i ng c hurchyard. 
In 1 9 2 6 , � when an archaeol og i c a l  expedi t i on ·sen t out by the 
Na t i on a l  Mus eum o f  Copenhagen v i s i ted the l ocal i ty ,  Gardar h ad 
become a memory; i t  had t o  s e arched for w i th the s pade. I n  the 
cou r s e  o f  exc ava t i ons the old bur i a l  p l ace wa s opened; about 
f i f ty grave s were exam i ned. In one wa s found the rema i n s  of 
a b i s h op , w i th h i s  s ta f f  by h i s  s ide and h i s  go l d  r i ng on the 
bone s o f  h i s f i nger. The men and women f ound i n  the o ther grave s 

a l l  o f  the twe l f th c entury - - were the de s cendant s o f  t he 
Vik i ngs. Some o f  the men bur i ed i n  the s e  grave s had s trong l y  
bui l t  bon e s  a n d  skul l s. I n  o n e  grave wa s found a l ower j aw s o  
ma s s i ve t h a t  i t  c augh t t h e  a t tent ion o f  t h e  exc ava t o r s; th i s  
j aw ,  wi th a part o f  a n  equ a l l y  ma s s ive s ku l l  f rom the s ame grave , 
and a l so s k e l etons f rom adj acent grave s ,  wer e  reta i ned and du l y  
c arr i ed to Copenhagen , where t h e y  were depo s i ted i n  t he l aboratory 
of Pro f e s sor F.C.C. Hansen e a r l y  i n  1 9 2 7. The ma s s ive p i ece 
of s ku l l  and the l ower j aw ,  Profe s s or H an s en obs erved , were in 
the s ame s tate o f  pre s erva t i on as the other bone s . They were 
par t s  of a man who l i ved i n  Gardar i n  the twe l f th c entury and 
wa s bur i ed there in a Nor s e  churchyard , unde r the s hadow of the 
Cathedra l. [ 2 ]  
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Our knowledge o f  the Gardarene S ku l l  come s from a chapter devoted 
to it in New Discoveries Relating to the Antiquity of Man by S i r  Ar thur 
Ke i th ( 1 8 6 6 - 1 9 5 5) .  The Scott i sh anthropo logi s t  f i r s t  l ea rned of the 
sku l l  in a newspape r a rt i c l e . Later , upon commun i c a t i ng h i s  v i ew 
of the skul l to Prof . Han s en , Ke i th rece ived drawings , photographs , 
and mea s urements from Hansen . 

The two had s omewha t  d i f f e rent v i ews o f  the orig i n  o f  the s ku l l . 
Han s en wa s an expert on the E s kimo s . Wri te s  Ke i th , " i n  h i s  op i n i on 
the cran i a l  fragmen t s  were devo i d  o f  a l l  E s k imoid tra i t s; he a s cribed 
them to an anc i ent Nor s eman who , by s ome freak of i nheri tanc e , had 
sudden ly reverted to an ear l y  s t age of human evo lut i on . " 

When pres ented wi th Ke i th' s v i ews Hansen h e l d  t o  h i s  o r iginal 
vi ew , c i t ing " the regu l a r  proport ions seen in the j aw and cran i a l  
bon e s  o f  t h e  Gardarene s ku l l  and t h e  ha.rmony o f  a l l  o f  i t s f eature s . " 

S i r  Arthur Ke i th h e l d  the v i ew that the s ku l l  wa s an extreme 
c a s e  of acromega l y , a path o l ogi c a l  enl argemen t of the bone s due to 
overact i  vi ty in j:._he p i tu i tary g l and . 

� 

Ke i th's ob s ervat i on s  i nc luded the s e : 

• • •  the Gardarene s ku l l , l i ke t ho s e  o f  Neandertha l and Rhode s i an 
men , wa s very l ong and l ow . Further , it wa s s t amped w i th 
pr i m i t ive mark s : the bony a tt achment for the neck wa s enormous , 
the i n i on proj ected backwards to an extreme degree , the l ambda 
wa s l ow in po s i t i on; the l i ne s wh i ch mark the upper l i mi ts o f  
t h e  tempora l  mus c l e s  a lmo s t  m e t  a long the m i dd l e  l i ne o f  the 
vau l t ,  as i n  the f ema l e  gor i l l a . The l ower j aw wa s such as I 
had never s een before i n  any k ind o f  s ku l l ,  human or anthropo i d , 
s o  ma s s ive wa s i t . [ 3 ]  

Ke ith's v i ew wa s that a c romega l y  woul d  b r i ng about the s ame 
re s u lts as found in primitive man . He wrote that " the c rani a l  and 
fac i a l  f eatures of pr i m i t ive men and tho s e  of a cromega l i c men and 
women are o f  the s ame nature ·onl y  i n  pr imit ive man they were 
produced by a norma l or phys iologi c a l  a ction , wher e a s  in the 
acromega l i c  they are the r e s u lt o f  a n  abnorma l or patho l ogi c a l  a c t i on . " 

As Ke i th notes i n  h i s  chapte r , h e  and Han s en were not f a r  apart 
i n  the i r  vi ews on the s ku l l .  Hans en s aw it as repre s en t i ng a l eap 
backward to a p r im i t ive s tage. . K e i th s aw acromegal y  as b r i ng i ng about 
the s ame re s u l t . 

A modern v i ew o f  the Gard�rene s ku l l  put s  i t  i nto a c ontext that 
ne i ther Hans en nor Ke i th cons i dered . We co-exi s t  with the l iv ing 
des cendant s o f  the Neandertha l s , Rhode s i an men , and o ther fo s s i l  men 
and ape s . They are no t e x t i nct . They rema i n  mo s t l y  out o f  s igh t 
but are s t i l l  around . [ 4 ]  

The E s kimos , for examp l e , h ave a lway s  spoken o f  the Torn i t  
( s ingu l a r = Tuneq ) ,  a ta l l  a n d  s omewhat backward peop l e  who onc e  shared 
the i r  l and . The Torni t t r i ed to l i ve l ike the E s k imos , but the two 
peop l e s  did no t ge t a l ong very we l l . The E s kimo s eventua l l y  found 
it convenient to ki l l  o f f  the backward Torni t .  Howeve r , s ome of them 
are sti l l  though t to survive in remote l oc a t i on s  in the Far North . 

From anthropo l og i c a l  s ource s here i s  what we know o f  t h i s  peop l e . 
The Handbook of the Indians of Canada, pub l i shed i n  Ottawa i n  

1 9 1 3 , provi de s an exce l l ent s ummary o f  the s ubj e c t . 

• 
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Fig. 1. Pro f e s s or Han s en's reconstruction o f  the compl ete s ku l l 
o f  Homo gardarensis. On the drawing Keith h a s  " indicated the 
s ubcerebra l  p l ane and e rected on it a framework o f  line s , 1 0 0 
mm . high and 2 4 0  mm . l ong in p l ac e  o f  the u s u a l  1 9 0 mm . " The 
shaded areas are the r ecovered bone s . The r econ struction is 
shown by outline . After Keith • s Fig . 17 6 in New Discoveries, 
p .  4 8 5. 
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Tornit. A fabulous race wh i ch the Central E s k i mo be l i eve to 
be ak i n  to thems e l ve s, but much t a l l e r  and s t ronger, having very 
l ong arms and l egs and be i ng ab l e  t o  t o s s  huge bou lders as though 
they we re pebb l e s . The Akudn irm i u t  c a l l  them Tun i qdj ua i t . They 
l i ved w i th the E s kimo in s tone hous e s  l arger than the i r s, a s  
shown b y  the ruins tha t are s t i l l  po i nted out . Under the ir l ong 
dee r s k i n  coats they c a rr i ed l amps w i t h  wh i ch to c ook the i r  meat 
o f  sea l s  a s  s oon a s  they were k i l l ed . The y  could make s tone 
imp l ement s on ly, no bows nor k i aks, but the s e  they s t o l e  f rom 
the E s k imo, who wer e  a f r a i d  to de f end the i r  property unt i l a 
young Eskimo dr i l l ed a ho l e  i n  the s ku l l o f  one o f  them who had 
ru ined his ki ak, wh i l e  the g i ant wa s a s l eep . The Torn i t  then 
f e ared that they wou l d  a l l  be k i l l ed, and s ecre t l y  s to l e  away, 
cut t i ng o f f  the s k i r t s  o f  the i r  coa t s  and t y i ng up the i r  h a i r  
s o  that they shou l d  n o t  be recogn i z ed i f  pur s ued . The Green l and 
E s kimo be l i eved the Torni t to be a myth i ca l· ri=ic e of g i an t s  who 
l ived on the i ce c ap and were s een r a re l y  hunting at the h e ads 
o f  the f iords . The Labrador E s k imo, l i ke thos e  o f  the Hud son 
bay and Ba f f i n  i s l and, i ma g i ne them t o  be more.l i ke them s e l ve s . 

Boa s  i n  6 th Rep . B . A . E . ,  6 3 4 , 6 4 0, 18 8 8 ; Trans . Roy . Soc . 
Can . ,  v, s ec . 2 ,  3 8, 18 8 8 . [ 5 ]  

In Tales and Traditions of the Eskimo Dr . Henry R i nk ( 1819-18 9 3 ) 
g i ve s  thi s account o f  them : 

The nat ive s  o f  Labrador t e l l  how our ance s to r s  a nd the tunneks 
( or tunnit, i n  Green l andi sh tornit, p l ur a l  o f  tunek) i n  days 
o f  yore l i ved together ;  but the tunneks f l ed f rom f e ar o f  our 
peop l e, who u s ed to dri l l  ho l e s  in the i r  foreheads wh i l e yet 
a l i ve . Wi th this vi ew they removed f rom here to the north, 
cro s s i ng over to K i l l inek ( Cape Chudleigh ) .  Wh i l e dwe l ling among 
us they had s ea l skins w i th the b l ubber a t tached for b edrobe s .  
The i r  c l othe s were made i n  the s ame way . The i r· weapons were 
formed o f  s l a t e  a nd horns tone , a nd the i r  dri l l s  of c ry s t a l . 
They were s trong and form i dab l e , e spec i a l ly one o f  them , ca l l ed 
by the name o f  Jaurana t ,  f rom wh i ch i s  f o rmed javianarpok 
Green l andi s h, navianarpok). Huge b l oc k s  o f  s tone are s t i l l  to 
be s een wh i ch they were able t o  move . S ome r u i ns of t he i r  hou s e s  
are a l s o  to b e  found here and there i n  our country , chi e f l y  upon 
the i s l and s, havi ng been bui l t  of s tone s , and d i f f er i ng f rom 
the abode s of our peop l e . One of the our ance s to r s  when kayak i ng 
had a tunnek for h is c ompani on, who had a bird- s pe ar, the po i n t s  
o f  whi ch were made o f  wa l ru s-tooth . [ 6 ]  

Wr i t i ng i n  Danish Greenland i n  1877 Dr . R i nk ment i on s  the Torn i t  
in thi s way : 

Var i ou s  b e i ngs, part l y  re s emb l i ng mank i nd, part l y  bea s t s , peop l e  
t h e  va s t  i nter ior o f  the country . T h e  mo s t  r enowned 'inl anders' 
are the 'tunek s,' who h ave the i r  dwe l l i n g s  a l s o i n  regions 
frequent l y  vi s i ted by man, the entran c e s  t o  the i r  hab i tat i ons 
be i ng c overed w i th s od and s hrubs . Tney are twi ce, o r  even s evera l 
times, a s  l arge a s  men , and very conve r s ant wi t h  s orcery . [ 7 ]  
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One o f  the few to wr i te a t  l ength on the Torni t wa s Erne s t  W i l l i am 
Hawke s ( 18 83-?) in The Labrador Eskimo . [ 8] Here i s  s ome o f  what 
he had to s ay : 

Tunni t ( Torni t, Ba f f i n  I s l and) , a ccord i ng to trad i t i on, 
were a gi gant i c  race forme r l y  i nhab i t ing the northea s tern coa s t  
o f  Labrador, Hudson s tra i t, and southern Ba f f i n  i s l and . Ru ins 
o f  o l d  s tone hou s e s  and grave s, wh i c h  are a s c r i bed to them by 
the pre s ent Eskimo, are f ound throughout t h i s ent i re s ec t i on, 
penetra t i ng on l y  s l i ght l y, however, into Ungava bay . Bri e f l y  
w e  may s ay that there i s  evi dence, archaeo l og i ca l  a s  we l l  a s  
tr adi t i ona l, that the Tunn i t  former l y  i nhab i ted bo th s i de s o f  
Hudson s tra i t . The o l de s t  E s k imo o f  northern Labrador s t i l l  
po int out the s e  ruins, and r e l a t e  trad i t ion s o f  the i r  having 
l i ved together unt i l  the Tunn i t  were f i na l l y  extermina ted or 
dr iven out by the pre s ent E s kimo . 

* * * 
For a l l  their b i gne s s  and s trength, the Tunn i t  were a s tup i d  

s l ow-go ing r a c e  ( according t o  t h e  E s k imo ver s ion) , a n d  fe l l  a n  
e a s y  prey to t h e  E s k i mo, w h o  u s ed to s t a l k  them and h u n t  them 
down l i ke game . They d i d  not dare to attack them open l y, so 
cut them o f f, one by one, by f o l l owing t hem, and a t t ack i ng and 
k i l l i ng them when a s l eep . . . .  The Tunn i t  bu i l t  the i r  hou s e s  o f  
heavy rocks, which n o  E s k imo c ou l d  l i f t. T h e y  u s ed rocks f o r  
wa l l s ,  and wha l e  r ib s  a n d  shou lders b l ade s for the roof . Ru ins 
o f  the se hou s e s  c an s t i l l  be s een, ove rgrown w i th g r a s s ,  w i th 
the roof f a l len i n . They may be d i s t i ngu i s hed f rom o l d  E s k imo 
i g l u s  by the sma l l, s quare space they occupy. 

The Tunni t d i d  not u s e  the bow and arrow, but f l i nt - he aded 
l ance s and ha rpoons wi th bone or i vory heads . The y  were so 
s trong that one o f  t hem cou l d  h o l d  a wa lrus as e a s i l y as an E s k imo 
a s ea l . 

* * * 
Unt i l  trouble a ro s e  between t hem, the Tunn i t and the E s k imo 

u s ed to intermarry, but a f ter it wa s found tha t an a l i en wi f e  
wou l d  betray h e r  husband t o  her peop l e, no more were t aken . 
A Tuneq woman, who betrayed the E sk imo o f  the vi l l age she l ived 
i n  to the Tunni t, had her a rms cut o f f . After that no women 
were taken on e i ther s i de . 

Katherine S cherman, i n  her 19 5 6  book Spring on an Arctic Island, 
heard the oral h i s tory t e l l i ng o f  the Torni t on northern Ba f f i n I s l and . 
She s aw ruins on By l ot I s l and a t t r i buted to them . [ 9 ]  

Ra i s ed bou l der s  on the Melvi l l e  Pen i n s u l a  were a tt r ibuted to 
the Torni t by the E s kimo . They were vi s i ted and photographed by 
E .  H .  M i tche l l  of the Hudson Bay Company . [ 10 ]  

We l a ck c ontemporary records o f  encounters w i th t he Torn i t . 
I f  they are s t i l l  s een i n  the modern day, no one ha s made the k ind 
of records we wou l d  l i ke . E l s ewhere in North Ame r i c a  we h ave 
de s c r i p t i ons of appearance and behavi or, and records of tracks for 
such " wi l dmen . " In records e l s ewhere there are creatur e s  that para l l e l  
the Torni t i n  the character i s t i c s  the E skimo s  give . Th i s  s imi l a r i ty 
c au s e s  me to equate the Torni t wi th the unrecogn i z ed pr imate I c a l l  

- -----------------------------
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the Tal l er-hom i n i d . The Ta l l e r-hom i n i d s  appear to have l i ved at one 
t ime in groups bes i de both the E s k imo s  and the Amer i can I ndi ans . 
Wh i l e  t a l l e r  and s tronger than the i r  ne i ghbors, the s e  prima te s  were 
not as bright . They c ame to b l ows w i th the i r  c ompe t i to r s  and h ave 
been driven into h i d i ng in p l ac e s  around North Ame r i c a . They are 
s t i l l  s een and reported i n  s cattered l ocat i ons f rom A l a ska t o  F l or i da . 
They are a di s t i nc t group among the s evera l k i n d s  o f  prima t e s  s een 
in l i ving form but s t i l l  not a cknowl edged o f f i c i a l l y  by human be ings . 

The Gardarene s ku l l  i n  my op i n i on i s  qu i te l i k e l y  to be the 
rema i n s  of a Tuneq ( Tunek) . I wou l d  sugge s t  that a s i t u a t i on deve l oped 
i n  s outhern Green l and on a para l l e l  wi th the f amou s c a s e  of Zana in 
the Caucasus . As de s c r i bed by Myra Shac k l e y  in Still Living?, a fema l e  
Almas l i ved in a moun t a i n  vi l l age and wa s " dome s t i c ated . " [ 11] The 
Almas i s  no t the s ame as the Ta l l e r -hom i n i d  in my vi ew, but th i s  
di s t i nc t i on i s  not important . Both c reatur e s  a t  i s s u e  were o f  
s u f f i c i ent inte l l i gence t o  j o i n  human be i n g s  and to b e  accepted a s  
a mber o f  the c ommun i ty . Both Zana and the Gardarene c reature 
li v out the i r  l i ve s wi th humans and wer e  a ccorded a bur i a l  among 
the human grave s . 

I t  i s  my surm i s e  that a Tuneq became f ami l i a r  w i th the popu l a t i on 
o f  the community o f  Gardar i n  the twe l f th century A . D .  At the t ime 
of the death of thi s i n d i v i dual, he was bur i ed in the c hurchyard . 

Fig. 3. The Taller-hominid as ' reported in North America and 
Asia. The typical height is seven feet. 
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The Ta l l er-hominid i s  repr e s ented out s i de o f  North Amer i c a  a s  
wel l . I n  As i a  the s ame t a l l, th i n, mus cu l ar primate ha s been r eported . 
Typ i c a l l y  i t  i s  about s even f e e t  t a l l . ( S ee F i g . 3� )_ Better records 
o f  the unknown primate s i n  the future are l i ke l y  to i dent i fy thi s 
type a s  a widespread spec i e s . I t h i nk i t s  l i neage wi l l  u l t imate l y  
be traced back through Pithecanthropus dubius ( Sang i ran 5 )  [ 1 2 ]  i n  
Southea s t  As i a  a n d  Rhode s i an M a n  i n  A f r i c a . 

Proo f o f  my v i ew o f  the Gardarene s ku l l  wi l l  c ome when o ther 
s ku l l s  of Tal l er-homi nids are recogn i z ed and prope r l y  d e s c r i bed . 
We may a l r eady have s uch sku l l s . They were found i n  northern M i nne sota 
in 1 9 6 8 . The f i nd wa s kept s ec r e t  for four years . By the t ime they 
were pub l i c i z ed they had been s ent t o  the Smi t h s on i an I ns t i tut i on 
and l o s t . [ 1 3] Along ·wi th Ca l i forn i a's " Minaret S ku l l " [ 1 4 ]  they 
have j o i ned the " Modern Mu s eum of Lo s t  Uni que Bone s " that s c i ence 
ha s f umb l ed away into u s e l e s sn e s s .  We cannot say wha t the M i nne sota 
bone s truly might be becau s e  the bone s are lost and the U . S .  Fore s t  
Servi c e  h a s  refused to r e l e a s e  the i r  de s c r i p t i on o n  t h e  pretext that 
the d e s c r i p t ion inc lude s the l o c a t i on s  o f  archaeo l og i ca l  s i te s . Such 
repeated b lunders are the way o f  modern s c i ence . 

I n  my v i ew the Gardarene s ku l l, Homo gardarensis, wi l l  one day 
be recogni z ed a s  one f i nd o f  the Ta l l er-homi n i d . Th i s  pr ima te wi l l  
be found t o  b e  s t i l l  l i ving, perhaps a t  the back o f  the f j ords or 
Greenl and as the Eskimo s  c l a i m . Th i s  c l o s e  re l a t i ve of humanki nd 
may even be known one day a s  Homo sapiens gardarensis, s o  c apab l e  
and l i ke u s  d i d  i t  become . 
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GIANT ��AKES IN THE TWENT -:TH CENTURY 

by Mark A .  H a l  

T h e  gi ant snak e s  o f  North Ame r i c a  w e r e  i n troduced i n  Wonde rs 
for December 1994. They are f ound f i r s t  i n  monument s i n  s t one, ear th, 
and paint created in preh i s to r i c  t i me s . Next, o r a l  trad i t i ons o f  
the North Ame r i c an Indi ans h ave de s c r ibed f r i gh t f u l  s nake s do z ens 
o f  f eet l ong . No s uch snakes are recogni z ed to have e x i s t ed i n  North 
Amer i ca . Further s t i l l, there are records o f  encoun ters w i th gi ant 
snake s in Minne sota, Tenne s s ee, Penn s y lvan i a, New York, and Ont ario 
to name a few . Examp l e s  o f  n i neteenth c en tury records were pres ented 
in the previous i s sue . 

Here I wi l l  cont inue w i th the accounts o f  g i ant s nake s reported 
s een i n  the twent i e th century in s ta t e s  e a s t  of the Rocky Mounta i ns, 
f rom Montana t o  Georg i a . 

ALABAMA � - EARLY 1900s 

The reco l l ec t i ons o f  T . E .  Wya t t  o f  the C l anton ( Al abama ) Union­
Banner a s  communi ca ted t o  Loren Col eman i n  1965 inc l uded the fo l l owing : 

For s evera l years there wa s a r eport o f  a huge s nake down on 
the Coo s a  River near C l anton . S ever a l  peop l e  I ta l ked to s a i d  
they s aw it, s ome t ime s i n  t h e  water and s ome t i me s  out i n  the 
bu shes near the wa t er . One man sa i d  h e  wa s wa l ki n g  a l ong a trai l 
and s tepped over s omet h i ng he t hought wa s a log,. but a s  he wa l ked 
away from it, it began to move . He s aw it good, and s a i d  it 
wa s about e ight i nche s in d i ameter and about t h i rty feet l ong . 
The re have been no reports about i t  s i nce the water wa s impounded 
by a hydro-el ectr i c  darn in 1922. 

INDIANA - 1913-1952 

The s tate o f  I nd i ana h a s  a h i story o f  reports desc r i b ing imm en s e  
s nake s from 191 3 through 1 95 2. T h e  cons i derat i on o f  such thi ngs i n  
I nd i ana, Oh i o, and ne i ghbo r ing state s mus t  inc lude a n  a cknow l edgment 
o f  the p a s t  pre s ence o f  the Great Swamps . Va s t  s wamp s once extended 
through the s e  states . B l ack Swamp, L imber l o st S wamp, and Kankakee 
Mar s h  h ave now vani s hed . The s e  and l e s s er swamps were poo r l y  recorded 
p i e c e s  of the l and s c ape that were r ec a l l ed and descr ibed i n  my Natural 
Mysteries. [ 1 ] ( See F i g . 1 • ) 

When I fir s t  c arne upon the g i ant s nake s o f  I nd i ana I wa s puz z l ed 
by the i r  number and l oc a t i ons . Then I pur sued the fragmented h i s tory 
o f  the vani shed wet l and s o f  the Great Swamp s . I rea l i z ed the s e  s nake s 
were probab ly a l egacy o f  the natur a l  l ands c ape that had been cut, 
d i t ched, and drained wi thout regard for the wi l d  i nhab i tants both 
known and unknown . 

For a doz e n  years, f rom 1940 t o  195 2, gi ant s nake s were b i g  news 
in the state o f  I nd i ana . H i s tor i ca l  appearance s  o f  the big snake s 
appear not to h ave been con f i ned t o  thi s per i od . We h ave the m o s t  
informati on about t h i s per i od d u e  to the re sour c e s  o f  the I nd i ana 
S tate Li brary and to my e f f o r t s  t o  e xtr a c t  tho s e  reports . 

-- --- ------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Peopl e's recol l e c t ions i n  the 1 9 4 0 s  hearkened back t o  snake s 
s een ea r l i er in the cen tury . The s l im o l der repor t s  tha t are ba sed 
on memory and b r i e f ly-c i ted newspaper r e s earch wou l d  bene f i t  grea t l y  
from further res earch . Al l t h e  gi ant s nake s tori e s  o f  record wou l d, 
of cou r s e, l i ke l y  bene f i t  from add i t i onal r e s earch . 

I wi l l  pre s ent a l l  the repo r t s  f rom I nd i ana i n  chrono log i c a l  
order . T h e  source s are gi ven with t h e  report . S e e  F i g . 2 f o r  a map 
o f  l ocat i ons i n  I nd i ana . 

1913 - French Lick, Orange County 

In 1 9 5 1  i t  wa s reca l l ed that a g i ant s nake " wintered a t  French 
L i ck in 1 9 1 3 . " ( I ndi anapo l i s  News, 3 November 1 9 5 1 ) 

ca. 1920 - Adams County 

After a s nake 1 8  feet l ong wa s reported north o f  Berne i n  1 9 4 0, 
i t  was reca l l ed that i t s  

• • •  f i rst i n troducti on to Adams County w a s  2 0  years a g o  when David 
Wi ckey reported he stopped mushroom hun t ing when the mons ter 
hove i n to v i ew . [ I ndi anapo l i s  Star, 1 7  November 1 9 4 0 ] 

Limber l o s t  Swamp wa s l oc a ted s outh o f  Berne unt i l  1 9 1 3  when i t  
was drai ned and i t s  tree s were cut . [ 2 ] 

1921 - Petersburg, Pike County 

No par t i cu l a r s  were given for " the l a rge s nake s een near 
Peter s burg recentl y " i n  the W i n s l ow ( I ndi ana ) Dispatch for 2 5  November 
1 9 2 1 . It wa s reca l l ed i n  1 9 4 6  and c ited i n  Doubt: The Fortean Society 
Magazine No . 1 8, p .  2 7 3  ( 1 9 4 7 ) . 

1923 - Napoleon, Ripley County 

A 1 9 4 6  
She l byvi l le, 
s tory : 

hunt for a gi ant s nake near Norr i stown cau s ed one 
I nd i ana, res i dent , Mrs . Addi e  Jone s, t o  r e l a te th i s  

I n  1 9 2 3 , Mrs . Jon e s  s a i d , a 2 0-foot s nake wa s s een b y  s everal 
res iden t s  in the v i c i n ity o f  Napo l eon shor t l y  a f ter a boa 
con str i ctor had e s c aped f rom the z oo at C i nc innat i .  

C i nc innati zoo o f f i c i a l s  even organ i z ed a po s s e  t o  s e arch 
for the g i ant rept i l e, but a thorough hunt through the w i l d  
country o f  Rip l ey c ounty f a i l e d  to l ocate t h e  mons ter . 

S i nce boa s  are wont t o  l ive to a r i pe o ld age, Mrs . Jones 
po i nted out that the s nake cou l d  e a s i l y h ave made its way 
northwe s t  as far as She lby county . 

She recal l ed tha t her hu sband, who d i ed n i ne years ago , 
once s aw the R i p l e y  county s nake's track s i n  a wheat f i eld and · 
s a i d  the d e s c r i p t i on wa s i dent i c a l  t o  that g i ven by tho se who 
have s een the s e rpent's track s near Norr i s t own . [ Sh e l byvi l l e, 
I nd i ana, Democrat, 8 Ju l y  1 9 4 6 ] 

------------------------------------------------------------------
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Fiq. 1. The Great Swamps extended through states 
bordering on the Great Lakes . 

As we w i l l  see , there i s  no r e c ord 
·
o f  Oh i o  z oo o f f i c i a ls r etur n i ng 

to I ndi ana in 1 9 2 6 , 1 9 37 , 1 9 4 0 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  1 9 5 1 , and 1 9 5 2  to search for 
such a m issi ng boa . Perhaps i t  is poss i b l e  for a z oo in Oh i o  to l ose 
a boa , i f  this occurred , and for peopl e  to see unrel ated snakes i n  
I ndi ana . I t  i s  ·natura l  t o  l ook f o r  such connecti ons 1 as the record 
wi l l  a lso show , but such connections have not been estab l ished . 

1926 - Jasper, Dubois County 

Aga i n  dur ing 1 9 4  61  a membe r  o f  the Forte an S o c i ety ( i . e . , MFS) 
was the source o f  a reco l l ecti on . 

MFS Kerr wr ites as an 
two mi l es from Jasper 
k i l l  it but the snake 
273 ( 1 9 4 7) ] .  

o l d  Hoos i e r  that he saw a whopper about 
i n  the S ummer of 1 9 2 6  AD . He tr i ed to 
l aughed at h i m . [ f rom Doubt, No . 1 8 .  p .  

1937 - Adams County 

Rec a l l ed i n  1 9 4 0 : 

Harvey Laughry wh i l e  cutt i n g  oats three 
saw a snake , its head reared above the oats , 
f i e l d  a lmost as fast as a horse can run . 

Section h ands a lso say they have seen 
[ I ndi anapo l is Star, 1 7  November 1 9 4 0 ] 

years ago sa i d  he 
go i ng through the 

the huge repti l e . 
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1940 - Berne , Adams County 

From the I ndi anapo l i s  News for 1 7  November 1 9 4 0 : 

We l l , that b i g  s nake ' s prowl ing around again . Carl Schug , 
a farmer l i ving north o f  Berne , s a i d  he s aw the s nake a f ew days 
ago wh i l e working the f i e l d . E i ghteen f ee t  l ong , t h i c k  as a 
fence po s t  and w i th i t s  head a t  l ea s t  three f e e t  i n  the a i r , 
the mons ter wa s racing down the f i e l d , S chug s a i d . 

1943 - White River, Pike County 

Snakes reported in 1 9 4 6  c au s ed a news report f rom P i ke County 
to inform the reader s  o f  the Indi anapo l i s  Star for 5 Augu s t  19 4 6 :  

Wha t  exc i tes the c i t i z en s  o f  P i ke County mo s t  i s  r t h a t  f o r  s ome 
s even years , l oc a l  l egend h a s  i t ,  a s nake an s we r i ng to the 
genera l l y  vague de s c r i p t i on of the F l a t  Rock [ i . e . , Norr i s town ] 
ver s i on , had made i t s  headqua r t e r s  around Cato . But three years 
ago f i sherman s aw i t , s uppo sedl y ,  swim the Wh i te R iver and crawl 
up the oppo s i te bank into Davi e s s  County . 

1943 - Shelby County 

After the Norr i s t own s nake sur f aced , an edi tor i a l  i n  the 
I ndi anapol i s  News for 6 Ju l y  19 4 6  c a l l ed i t  the " s c a l y  old raps c a l l i on 
who hadn ' t been s een a round tho s e  parts s ince 1 9 4 3. A man who s aw 
i t  then s a i d  i t  wa s a t  l ea s t  twent y  f e e t  l ong . Looked s ometh i ng l i ke 
a s nake , he s a id , only much more b i z arre , one gathe r s . " 

.1946 - Norristown, Shelby County 

B i g  s nake s were i n  the news a round I ndi ana i n  1 9 4 6. The 
exc i tement brought back into the news many of the previous r eport s . 
Snakes were s een i n  She l by County , P i ke County , a nd Mar i on County . 
The Adams County repo r t s  c i ted for 19 2 0 , 19 3 7 ,  and 1 9 4 0  were not 
men t i oned i n  any o f  the 19 4 6  report i ng that I have r ead . 

The She lby County s en s a t i on began i n  Ju l y  o f  1 9 4 6. Mary E .  
Bos twi ck , wr i t i ng i n  the Indi anapo l is Star for 7 Jul y , t o l d  the wor l d : 

George Gearhart , a Norr i s town f a rme r , s aw i t s  t racks i n  
a corn f i e l d  o n  t h e  banks o f  t h e  F l a t  Rock Rive r  a f ew days ago . 
Mr . Gearhart wa s runn i n g  a c u l t ipacker and rotary hoe , and not i ced 
the track , running at r i gh t  ang l e s  t o  ·the furrows . It reached 
for about 5 0  feet , and whatever made it was so heavy it packed 
down the dirt for a width o f  about 1 0  inche s and squa shed l i tt l e  
wi l d  morning g l ory p l ant s . 

" I though t a t  f i r s t  i t  was made by s omebody dragg i ng s ome­
th i ng , " s a i d  Mr . Gearhar t ,  " but there weren't any footpr ints 
o f  any s ort . I wish I cou l d  have gotten a p i c ture o f  i t ,  but 
the corn had to be l ooked a f ter , and the track i s  gone now . " 

Mr . Gearhart t o l d  about i t  tbat n i gh t  a t  the gener a l  s tore 
run by Mr . Orpha Ha tton , wh i c h  i s  a sort o f  c l ub for the r e s i dents 



MARION COUNTY · 

S HELBY COUNTY 

DAV I E S S  COUNTY 

P I KE COUNTY 

Cato Otwe l l  

ALLEN COUNTY Fort Wayne 
• 

ADAMS COUNTY· Berne 

I ndianapolis 
• 

• 

Shelbyvil l e 
• 1-
• Norristown 

• Napoleol 

R IPLEY COUNTY 

Fig. 2. Locations in I ndiana where giant snakes have appeared. 



16 WONDERS March 1995 

of th i s  l i t t l e  communi ty . Th i s  brought forth other r emin i s cences 
on the part o f  h i s l i s teners wh i ch make s i t  l ook a s  though any 
z oo or menager i e  that l o s t  a b i g  snake wi th i n  the l a s t  f ew years 
may po s s ib l y  f i nd it by coming here and pry ing around among the 
l imes tone c aves and c avern s that l i ne the bank s of the F l a t Rock 
River . 

Three men o f  the commun i ty have s een the s nake w i th the 
l a s t  h a l f do z e n  year s or s o , and e s t imate i t s  l ength from 1 8 
to 25 feet . Robert Col l i ns s aw i t  when h e  wa s 11dipp i ng for 
mi nnows 11 i n  Tough Cre ek , a tributary o f  F l a t  Rock , a few years 
ago . He l e ft h i s  mi nnows and departed rap i dl y . Do l ph Harrod 
wa s com ing a l ong in h i s  car , dr i v i ng a l ong a wind i ng road , when 
the snake s l i d  a c ro s s  the road . George S l u s h e r  s aw i t  in a 
cornf i e l d . 

In ear ly July two s core o f  Boy Scouts combed the bottomlands 
o f  F l a t  Rock R iver . News o f  the snake had been s preading . Campers 
arr ived from around the s tate hop ing to s ee the t h i ng . [ She l byvi l l e  
Democrat, 13 Ju l y  1946] Later Norr i s town wa s vi s i ted b y  a man who 
ident i f i ed h ims e l f  a s  a 11tra i ne r  of j ungle bea s t s . 11 He wa s Al fred A .  
New o f  Pe.ndl eton , I nd i ana . He dec l ared that he wou l d  p i tch a tent 
and spend a week at the F l at Rock River . He wou l d  s ee the 11python 11 
( for such h e  s a i d  i t  wa s) and then catch i t  w i t h  h i s  bare hands . 
A private detective f rom Indi anapo l i s , Robert M .  Dodd , a l s o i nqu i red 
a f ter the s nake by i nterv i ew ing George Gearhar t . [ Sh e l byvi l l e  Democrat, 
27 Ju l y ; Indianapo l i s  Times, 26 July ] 

The snake made no appearance unti l the weekend o f  20-21 Ju l y . 

The three who are te l l ing a l l  comer s  about the i r  week- end 
experi ence are George Gearhart , who s e  d i s covery o f  the snake ' s 
tracks a few wee k s  ago revived the s erpent story a f ter a 
three -year l u l l ; Ralph Ke l l er , Gearhart's s on - i n - l aw ,  and Ray 
Ru s h . Gearhart l i ve s i n  Norr i s town and the o ther two l ive s outh 
o f  the town . 

P l owing w i th a tractor near the e a st end o f  Coz y  B l u f f , 
the three men went to the r iver to get water for the i r  trac tor . 

Sudden l y  one o f  them s potted a mov i ng obj e c t  wh i ch l ooked 
l i ke a huge f i s h , two -th i rd s  of the way acro s s the s tream . Then 
another f i s h - l i ke obj ect appeared ahe ad o f  the f i r s t . Then a 
th i rd . I t  wa s ·the undu l ating body o f  the s e rpent - - they ' 11 
swear t o  i t . 

To c l i nch the de a l , they ' 11 even t e l l  you they s aw its 
huge head . 

One o f  the men rushed to the i r  car , where they had a • 22 
c a l iber ri f l e , and returned wh i l e the s erpent was sti l l  in s i ght . 
They f i red f i ve s hots at i t  wi th the smal l - ca l iber weapon and 
it di s appeared a f ter the f i fth . 

The s nake wa s at l e a s t  100 f eet away when they spotted i t , 
however , and none o f  the men th i nk s  the • 2 2 ' s wou l d  have hurt 
it much . 

How b i g  wa s i t  th i s  t ime? 
11Why , i t  was a s  b i g  around a s  a t e l egraph p o l e  - - and j u s t  
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as long , " Gearhart wi l l  t e l l  you . [ She lbyv i l l e  Democrat, 2 2  Ju l y  
1 9 4 6 ]  

1946 - Pike County 

On 4 August a report f rom Pet ersburg t o l d  o f  the d isappearance 
o f  G l ennie Cra i g ' s cat . Cra i g  l i ved " two mi l es south o f  Otwe l l  a nd 
about six m i l es northeast o f  Cato . " 

Last n i gh t  the dog how l ed somewha t more pern i c i ousl y  than usua l ,  
Cra i g  reports , and this morning a t  f e e d i ng t ime there was no 
cat out f ront but on l y  a l ong track about f i ve i nches in width 
that could have been made by _ a snake but certa i n l y  was not made 
by a dog dragg i ng away a c a t . Cra i g  h as not d isturbed the track 
and spent most o f  the day showi ng it to curi ous visitors . [ I ndi an­
apo l is Star, 5 August 1 9 4 6 ] 

1946 - Indianapolis, Marion County 

In early August o f  1 9 4 6  another monster snake was heard of on 
the edge o f  I nd i anapol is , perhaps having emerged f rom the Wh i t e  River . 
I t  was r eported by Fremont P ower o f  the I nd i anapo l is News on 7 August 
as hav i n g  been seen " the other a f ternoon . " Here is h i s  a ccoun t i n  
ful l : 

MONSTER SNAKE GETS BOLDER , I NVADES YARD OF FARM HOME 

by Fremont Power 

It was enough to c h i l l  the b l ood in your ve i ns . Anybody's ve i ns 
except Henry Rood's ,  anyway . 

The t h i ng was l ong - - twenty- f i ve f e e t , a t  l e ast - - and when 
it moved it hunched up the m i dd l e  part of i ts body , swayed wi l d l y  
f rom si de to side a n d  t hen l urched forward a t  a ga i t  that woul d  f ree z e  
your heart . I t  never took those two br i l l i an t  eyes o f f  you . And 
you shouldn't t ake yours o f f  i t . 

Wh i l e the thing swayed and l urched and c ame a l ways c loser , i t  
kept opening and c l osing i ts mouth , a mouth b i g  enough t o  swa l l ow 
a f i fty pound p i g , Squea l and a l l . 

For a man , i t  m i gh t  take two swa l l ows . But he a c ted hungry enough . 
I t  was a wri th i ng creature that a man's memory never wil l  f ree 

him f rom , that snake that Henry Ro d saw as he sat qui et l y  on the 
porch the other a f t ernoon at the R sse l l  A .  Jenn ings f a rm , about a 
mi l e  and a ha l f  west o f  Road 5 2  i n  Forty-sixth stree t . That ' s where 
Mr . Rood l i ves and where h e  t o l d  this story today w i t h  g estures and 
frequent pai n t i ngs to j ust wher e  it happened . 

Maybe that Norr istown snake i s  trave l i ng .  Or was i t  a Petersburg 
snake t o  beg i n  wi th? Of c ourse , it doesn't rea l ly make much 
d i f f erence . 

" I was j ust s i t t ing there on the porch by myse l f , " Mr . Rood 
sa i d . " Tha t  was be fore we got i t  screened i n . " 

"We l l , I heard a rust l i n g  i n  the weeds r i gh t  out t here . " He 
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po inted to a stretch o f  knee - h i gh weeds twenty feet f rom the porch. 
" I looked ove r there and that head was st i c k i ng out there then. 

Then i t  began to move out and st i l l  you couldn ' t ·see the end of i ts 
t a i l. " 

Mr . Rood hesi tated for an i l l - advised i nterrupt ion . 
" What did I think? Why , I though t that ' s a snake and a b i g  one . 

I wasn ' t scared. 
" I j ust sat there qu i e t . I d i dn ' t say anythi ng. H e  c ame r i ght 

up there , " he recounted , point i ng to the second crack f rom the end 
of a short si dewa l k  o f f  the porch . 

" He ' d hunch up h is m i d d l e  and rock back and forth and then he ' d 
go. And a l l  the t ime he was ope n i ng and that mouth o f  his. Tha t 
was an awful mouth. Why , i t  cou l d ' ve swa l l owed a f i f ty-pound p i g . " 

Mr . Rood p a t i e n t l y  paused for another i nterrupt i on . 
" Eyes? I t  had the awful est eyes you ever saw . R i gh t  i n  the 

top corners of i ts head . They were k i nd o f  snappi ng, and bri l l i ant . 
And i t  had ' em r ight one me . 

" I t  got up to there . No , abou t  there . About ten f ee t . " 
Mr . Rood marked the p l a ce by drawing the edge o f  h i s  shoe across 

the grass. 
" Then I sa i d  to myse l f , ' Boy , you ' re get t i ng t oo c l ose , ' I 

and j umped o f f  the end of the porch and c a l l ed to the men f o l ks 
they d i dn ' t hear me . 

t ook out . L i ke l i gh t n i ng , I t e l l  you h e  was. 

ran 
but 

"When I ye l l ed he 
" I ' d h ave g i ven 

snapped in a menac ing 
down h is throat . 

$ 1  0 for a c amer a  or " - - and Mr . Rood ' s eyes 
way - - " a sho tgun . Why , I cou l d ' ve sho t  r i ght 

"We l l , he ' s nowhere a round here 
travel by n i ght . Oh , they can trave l 

" I t  was about so big , " Mr . Rood 
eigh t i nches in di ameter . " But h i s  
him. 

now • . Tha t ' s sure . Those thi ngs 
a l l  r i ght . 
exp l a i ned , making a circ l e  about 

head was the b i ggest thing about 

" He was gray on the si des a nd darker on top . And h e  was twent y­
f i ve feet l ong i f  h e  was one . Why , he could have t i ed you up i n  a 
minute . " 

Mr . Rood was ready for a question . 
"Yeh , a coupl e  o f  them kidde d  me about dr i nk i ng down at the 

f i l l i ng sta t i on on the corner . But you know , I don ' t dr ink wh iskey . 
Maybe a gl ass o f  beer ;now and then . " 

Mr . Rood , who was t h i rd owner o f  the Spence r  hote l f r om 18 9 0  
to 19 3 8, is e i ghty-six now and never i n  h i s  l i fe has h e  seen a snake 
l i ke that one . 

But then , f ew have . Or ever wi l l. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A photograph with Power ' s story had this c apt ion : 

" He had a mouth so -o-o b i g " - - " He had a mouth , oh , i t  was that big. " 
Henry Rood t e l ls Ro l l  Hami l ton. That snake that Mr . Rood saw be fore 
Ro l l  came to l ive with his aunt on the Russe l l  A .  Jenni ngs farm 
northwest of town . I t ' s a story Ro l l  wi l l  probabl y  hear o f ten . 
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When th is encounter occurred is not c l ea::- f rom the content o f  
the art i c l e . I t  appears to have happened weeks or months prior to 
August 1 9 4 6  and to have been taken down due t o  the snake exc i tement 
that began in Ju l y . 

1951 - Flat Creek , Pike County 

A d ispatch from P i ke County appeared i n  
f o r  3 November 1 9 5 1 . H e r e  is the comp l ete t ext : 

the I nd i anapo l is News 

Petersburg , I nd . , Nov . 3 - - A 1 7 - foot snake a lmost as l ong 
as I nd . 6 1  is wide and 3 to 4 i nches in d i ameter was sigh ted 
l ast n i ght i n  F l at Creek bottoms by Bud Mart i n , a miner . 

The appearance o f  the monste r  raised specu l a t i on that· i t  is 
the same g i ant snake that wintered at French L i ck in 1 9 1 3 � 

I t  has been seen repeated l y  i n  P ike County up t o  1 0 ye ars 
ago , when i t  was sigh t ed near Cato , having cdme down the Patoka 
R i ver i n  the h i gh waters and then worked i ts way up F lat Creek . 

However , since that t ime not h i ng had been reported on the 
snake unt i l  Mar t i n  observed i t . 

Recen t l y  Patoka Coal Co . began st r i pp i ng coal i n  F l a t  Creek 
bo ttoms , about 1 � mi l es east o f  wher e  Mart i n  saw the rept i l e . 
The stripp i ng shove l  may have unearthed the snake ' s winter 
quarters and the rept i l e  may h ave been seeki ng a new p l ace for 
h i be rna t i on . 

Mart in sa id the snake wri gg l ed across I nd . 6 1  and d isappeared 
into some weeds . 

1952 - Fort Wayne, Allen County 

My records o f  snakes i n  Indiana stop i n  1 9 5 2  w i th the Great Snake 
Hunt for " Pete the Python " i n  Al l en County . Pete was no one ' s pet . 
Here is another o f  those snakes sa i d  to h ave been seen f o r  years i n  
the area . But l e t ' s not get ahead i n  our story . You shou l d  be advised 
that Fort Wayne is at the western end of what once was the dreaded 
B l ack Swamp , a p l ace o f  i l l - repute and a menace to l and nav i gat i on 
unt i l  the mid-nineteenth century . [ 3] 

The B l ack Swamp may h ave been the bree d i ng p l ac e  for the k i nd 
o f  snake that crossed a road on the edge o f  Fort Wayne on 1 3 June 
1 9 5 2 . The next day the Un i ted P ress reported : 

Sher i f f  Haro l d  Zeis and a posse beat t h i ck underbrush i n  
a c i ty park a l ong Spy Run Creek today f o r  a b i g  snake desc r ibed 
by a bui l d i ng contractor • s f amily as " 1 8 feet l ong , s i cken i ng 
b l ue , with a head as b i g  as a bu l ldog ' s . " 

The D .  A .  Crance fami l y  o f  F t . Wayne reported they stopped 
the i r  auto on Ind . 2 3 4  F r i day n i gh t  to l e t  the snake cross the 
road . Al l four members of the f ami l y  sa i d  it was " the b i ggest 
snake we ever saw . " 

" The thing ra ised i t  head three feet o f f  the ground , " · sa id 
Mrs . Crance , who was d r i v i ng . Mr . Crance po inted to a 1 4 - foot 
two -by- four t i mber and sa i d  the snake was l onger and th i cker . 

Sher i f f  Ze is sa i d  h e  i nv�st i ga ted and saw the snake ' s tra i l . 
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He sa i d  he didn't doubt the story and thought the snake m i ght 
have esc aped from a carnival or c i rcus . 

A check showed no shows i n  the area l ost snakes r ecently 
and Mr . Ze is contacted Michi gan state po l i ce after he heard a 
rumor one or more snakes escaped f rom a c arniva l i n  that state . 
[ I ndi anapo l is Times, 1 4  June 1 9 5 2 ] 

Here is how the Fort Wayne News-Sentinel i ntroduced the story 
to its readers on 1 4  June : 

Snake -hunting today became Fort Wayne ' s f avor i te outdoor 
sport . A c l early marked trai l and the report of the D .  A .  Crance 
fami ly , R .  R .  3, who so far are the on ly persons to h ave seen 
the repti l e , have i naugurated a search for a snake desc r i bed 
as being 1 8  feet l ong and about f i ve i nches in d i amete r . 

Crance , h is w i f e , and some 3 0  o f  the i r  n e i g,hbors took up 
the search th is morning where the tra i l  disappea r ed F r i day near 
the i ntersection o f  Cambr idge Dr ive and u.s. H i ghway 3 0 . 

Shortly a fter 1 p . m .  Sher i f f  Haro ld Ze is , who l ed the search 
Fri day , had an organ i z ed posse o f  about 1 0 0 men , drawn from the 
eme rgency reserves , conservati on c l ubs , and the I z aa k  Walton 
League , covering the same terr itory . 

Ze is c a l l ed out the 2 4 -man mounted posse from the Sher i f f ' s 
Emergency Reserves , even though horses h ave a natura l  fear of 
snakes . 

Lt . Char l es Morrow and S gt .  Guy Foltz o f  the mounted group 
p l anned to take advantage of that natural f ear , because the horses 
wi l l  become nervous when they are i n  the v i c i nity o f  the snake . 

A p l ane and wal k i e -ta l k i e  radios were b e i n g  used i n  the 
search . 

Fearing the snake h as entered . the c ity ,  two men f r om the 
Park Board were patro l l i ng Franke Park , and a l l po l i c e  cars i n  
the a r e a  were a l erted t o  be l oo k i ng for the r epti l e  a n d  t o  b e  
prepared t o  assist prompt l y  i f  anyone locates i t . [ Fort Wayne 
News-Sentinel, 1 4  June 1 9 5 2] 

Later th is same a rti c l e  got around to r eport i ng the spec i f i cs 
of the snake be i ng sought : 

The snake was spotted Fr iday by the Crances wh i l e dr iving 
east on the Ca l i forn i a  Road . At f i rst they thought it was a 
l og but then the repti l e  r a ised its head as h i gh as the 
automobi l e ' s radiator ornament . Mrs . Cranc e stopped the car , 
and the snake sped into the brush a l ong the road . 

The snake ' s head was un l i ke any the Crances had ever seen 
be fore . It resemb l ed a doub l ed f ist rather than the tr i angu l a r­
shaped heads they had seen on snakes i n  th is country . 

The co l or was descri bed as gray ish b lue but the body h ad 
some darker markings . 

O f f i c i a ls were fearful that the snake was o f  the constr i ctor 
type . 

Sher i f f  Ze is and Deputy Frank Nage l began f o l l owing the 
tra i l  the snake had l e ft across p l owed f i e l ds and grass on the 
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Harry Stol te and Fred J .  K r a f t  farms , northwest o f  the c i ty ,  
and a l ong the Newhause D i t c h . 

I ndi ana S t a te Po l i c e were checking to determine whether any 
snakes had escaped· f rom z oos or carn iva l sideshows . 

Harry G .  Rapp , H ayden Road , told the S her i f f ' s Department 
today that he had seen a pa l e  b l u e  snake about 1 1  feet l ong and 
four inches in d i ame ter about three weeks ago . It was spotted 
a l ong the Wabash Ra i l road tracks near Hayden Road . 

The Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette for 1 4 June reported that the 
snake was trave l ing east when seen . Also , Mrs . Crance " was a f r a i d  
to dr ive over t h e  snake t h i nk i n g  parts o f  i t  migh t  be wh i pped through 
the open wi ndows . I n  the b r i gh t  sun l i gh t , the Crances sa i d ,  the 
rept i l e  was a s i c k l y  b l ue in c o l or . " It was reported elsewhere that 
Mrs . Crance had read of an inc ident where a snake was run over and 
the head had been wh i pped i nto the c a r  w i ndow and the dr iver was bi tten I 
by the snake . 

The next day Wesl ey D .  Bashore had some progress t o  report i n  
the Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette f o r  15 June : 

The hunters b e l i eve they have t racked the snake down t o  
i ts probab l e  l a i r  i n  t h e  square m i l e  bounded by t h e  Ca l i forn i a  
Road , u.s. H i ghway 3 0 , t h e  But l er Road , and the H i l l egas Road . 

More spec i f i c a l l y  Sher i f f  Haro l d  S .  Ze is sa i d  the evidence 
uncovered yesterday appea rs t o  l im i t  the snake ' s norma l hab i ta t  
to t h e  Parker Wh i t ing f arm on t h e  But l e r  Road . 

The farm is a lmost due south o f  the spot where the Crances 
f i rst encountered the rept i le . At f i rst they though t a l og had 
f a l l en a cross the road . They stopped the i r  c a r . Then the " log " 
reared i ts head about the h e i gh t  o f  the radi ator cap . 

" I t  had a h e ad l i ke a bul l dog , " Mrs . Crance said a t  the 
t i me . She added that it stretched across the comp l ete width 
o f  the road , about 1 8 - feet w i de . She est ima ted i ts d i ameter t o  
be about f i ve i nches . 

After a qui ck g l ance the snake s l i thered o f f  i nto the bushes . 
The Crances , whose two c h i ldren were a lso i n  the car , sa id i t  
was a " si c k l y  b lue " c o l or . 

" Apparent l y  i t  h as been l iv i ng i n  the h o l l ows i n  t he area 
for years , " Sher i f f  Ze is sa i d . " Probab l y  l iving o f f  the wi l dl i fe ,  
chi ckens and p�gs , and maki ng i ts h ome i n  muskrat ho les or haymows 
dur ing the winter . " 

Later i n  h is art i c le Bashore reported how the snake had been 
seen i n  the area for a t  l east ten years : 

The o n l y  evidence f ound b the hunters was poin ted towards 
the Wh i t ing farm . The crawl i · :>ath was discern i b l e  by the way 
the weeds l ay . Ze is sa i d  th .=ound one spo t  where the snake 
had crawled through a f enc e . 

The path l ed up t o  the fence and the t a l l  weeds had been 
pushed ove r the l owe r strand of wire where the rept i l e had 
sl i the red across t he barr i c ade . They also f ound a spo t  where 
it had coi l ed up for a wh i l e . 
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Chris Prange , who f a rms the Wh i t i ng farm , sa i d  the snake 
had been seen in the area , o f f  and on , for years . He sa i d  he 
was driving a team o f  horses and a wagon through a f i e l d  there 
about 1 0 years ago , when the snake reared up under the wagon . 
The horses , i n  turn , reared and bol ted . Other o l d - t imers i n  
the area re late simi l a r sto r i es . 

Bashore conc luded h is p i ece w i th the i nevi tab l e  comments f rom 
a rept i l e  expert : 

Robert Sneidgar , curator o f  rept i l es a t  the Broo k f i e l d  Zoo 
near Ch icago , had some comment l ast n i gh t  about see i ng snakes . 

He sa id the Crances may actual l y  have seen a p i l ot b l ack 
snake , wh i ch is b l u e - b l ack in c.o l or , but grows on l y  six- feet 
l ong . I t  is nat ive to I nd i ana . 

A python , he sa i d , grows l onger and has b l ut= i r i descence , 
" but they don ' t have heads the si z e  o f  bu l l dog ' s . " 

Most peop l e , he sa i d , " a lways see snakes as l onger a nd more 
f r i ghtening than they a c tua l ly are . " 

The Crances vehement l y  st i ck to the i r  story . 

The evening o f  the n ext 
Journal-Gazette gave it a name . 

day the snake was seen a ga i n . 
Now i t  was " Pete the Python . " 

The 

" Pete " the python , an i l l usive rept i l e  of " f i re hose " 
propor t i ons , reported l y  was s i ghted a ga i n  a t  the northern edge 
o f  the c i ty l ast n i gh t . 

Three young persons sa i d  they spotted wha t appe ared to be 
a huge snake i n  the glare o f  the head l i ghts of the i r  car on 
Parne l l  Avenue about 2 0 0  yards south of the C a lifornia Road . 
That was about 9 : 1 5  p . m .  

Eugene Le Favour , 21, o f  2102 C ambridge B l vd . , a shipp i ng 
dispatcher with the Gene r a l  E l ectric Company here , sa i d  he stopped 
his c ar immed i at e l y . 

" I was curious to see wha t  it was , " Eugene sa i d , " i t  l ooked 
l i ke a f i re hose . " 

Violet S chnieders , 22, and Marguer i te S chni eders , 17 , 
sisters , both o f  228 s. S emi n o l e  Circ l e , who wer e  ridi ng wi th 
Le Favour , con f i rmed seeing what a t  f i rst l ooked like a " two­
by- four hal f out in the road . " 

" Nobody sa id anyth i ng unt i l  we saw i t  move , " V i o l e t  asserted . 
" Then somebody i t  wasn ' t me - - b l urted , ' Tha t  must be the 
snake . ' " 

Le Favour and the two g i rls sa i d  they ' re· conv i nced they 
saw on l y  about ha l f  the rept i l e as it sl i thered o f f  the road 
in a west e r l y  d i rect i on and i nto the underbrush . The y  sa i d  the 
part they saw was about e i gh t  or 10 feet i n  l ength . 

" When I f i rst stopped the c a r  I expec ted that someone was 
pu l l ing a trick of some k i nd by pul l i ng a l arge rope or some th i ng 
across the road , " La Favour r e l a ted . " I got out o f  the c ar 
expec t i ng to f i nd a coup l e  o f  c h i l dren but there were none . " 

La Favour exp l a i ned that · b e f ore gett i ng out 
·
o f  the car he 

parked it o f f  the road w i th the headl i ghts p l ay i ng on the spo t 

-- -------------------------
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whe re the rept i l e  disappeared . 
A l l  three occupants o f  the c a r  descr ibed the snake ' s movement 

as " very sl ow . " Le Favour est imated that · it took the rept i l e 
abou t 3 0  seconds to disappear i nto the underbrush . 

Le Favour and the two g i rls immed i a t e l y  drove t o  a house 
near the Parne l l  Bri dge and c a l led the Sher i f f ' s Department 
report ing what they had seen . 

The next day ' s Journal-Gazette ( 1 8  June) reported that " a 
sher i f f  • s posse , armed wi th mosqu i to o i l , shotguns and f l oodl ights , 
turned up nothi ng a f ter search i ng the a rea for several hours . 11 Also , 
tak i ng the i r  cue from the previ ous day • s repor t , three youngsters 
made a 1 5 - foot c anvas r ep l i ca o f  a snake daubed w i th green and brown 
pa i n t . They dragged i t  over a br idge and bou l evard in the area , 
c ausi ng some amusement for motor ists but no a l arm . 

The l ast newspaper r epor t  that I found for ' the Al l en County 
" python " was in the Journal-Gazette for 1 9  June . 

N i neteen-year - o l d  Wa l te r  K i lmer , 1 2 1 5  Wa l l  S t . ,  got a verba l 
spank ing yesterday a f te r  h e  admi t t ed l y  f aked a tussl e wi th " Mr . 
B i g " o f  the Al l en County snake k i ngdom near the Parne l l  Avenue 
Bri dge . · 

Wi tnesses sa i d  they saw K i lmer beating through the roadside 
brush wi th a c l ub . I n  a short time , every ava i l ab l e  deputy 
she r i f f  and severa l po l i c e  o f f i ce rs were beat i ng the brush , t oo , 
i n  a conti nued search for the reported serpent wh i ch h as a l armed 
r esidents of the northern f r i nge of the c i ty f o r· a week . 

At the scene , K i lmer exh i b i t ed a sl ashed f i nger . He sa id 
he came upon a huge coi l ed snake j ust off the pavement dur i ng 
a l ong hunt for " Pete the Python . " After bea t ing at the serpent 
for some t i me , Kilmer sa i d , he was b i tten and ran for h e l p . 
He was t aken.t o  the Lutheran Hosp i t a l  for f i rst a i d . 

As the hunt progressed , somet h i ng about the who l e  t h i ng 
made Sher i f f  Haro l d  S .  Ze i s  and Deputy Lester K ing susp i c i ous. 
K i lmer r e l ented t oo , as h e  saw the swe a t i ng o f f i ce rs a t  work 
in the brush . 

" I made i t  a l l  u p , " he conf essed to the o f f i ce rs .  K i lmer 
did no t disc l ose how h e  had i nj ured his f inger , but he sa i d  he 
was i nterested.in the publ i c i ty . 

K i lmer was turned l oose a f ter a hea ted session w i th the 
two o f f i cers . 

Wi th this ep isode the Great Snake Hunt of 1 9 5 2  on the North S i de 
of F. rt Wayne came t o  an end . 

OHIO - 1944 

For notor i ety the r iva l t o  the snake hunts o f  I nd i ana took p l ace 
i n  Oh i o  i n  1 9 4 4 . Dubbed the " Pen i nsu l a  Python " a f te r  an Oh i o  town , 
a snake that was guessed to be 1 5  t o  1 9  f e e t  l ong was seen and hunted 
i n  June and Ju l y . We are i ndebted to Robert Bordner for research i ng 
and wr i t i ng up the events o f  1 9 4 4  for the Atlantic Monthly o f  November 
1 9 4 5 . His a rt i c l e  appeared under the t i t l e  " The P e n i nsu l a  Python : 
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An Abso l ute ly True Story . " 

March 1 9 9 5  WONDERS 2 5  

The ser ies o f  events t ook p l a c e  i n  northern Oh i o  a l ong and near 
the Cuyahoga River . They began wi th Cl arence Mi tche l l . 

Cl arence Mi tche l l  was hoe ing h is p i ec e  o f  corn ground between 
Everett swamp and the abandoned bed o f  the old Oh i o  Cana l on 
June 8 .  " Two - three days the dogs were nervous , and f i nal l y  they 
wou l dn ' t go over there with me a t  a l l , " he sa i d . " I thought 
they was a c t i ng k i nd o f  f unny , but I d i dn ' t pay much m i nd . I 
don ' t know wha t  made me l ook up , but there , about f i f teen paces 
away , was the bi ggest snake I ever see , sl i d ing a l ong easy and 
sl ow i n  p l a i n  sight on the bare ground . " [ 4] 

He wa tched about ten m i nutes as i t  sl i d  into the r iver a nd crossed 
over t o  the other bank . H e  though t the snake was as th i ck as h is 
t h i gh and " every b i t  o f  f i f teen f e e t  l ong - - maybe ltlOre l i ke e i gh teen 

sor t  o f  brownish spotted . " The track it l e f t  beh i nd l ooked l i ke 
someone had ro l l ed an automob i l e  t i re a l ong . 

Another man , Mike Bobacek , was work i ng the o ther side o f  the 
r iver and saw the snake come out o f  the r iver on i ts way eastward . 

On 1 8  June the track o f  the snake was seen a g a i n  near Peninsu l a , 
Oh i o . I n  Old Cassidy ' s Bottom two men had disked a f i e l d . They 
c ame upon a track " l i ke f r om an auto t i re " going f rom the o ld bed 
o f  the c anal to the r iver . 

Two days l a ter the snake became b i g  news and the wor l d  began 
t o  not i ce i ts presence at P e n i nsu l a , Oh i o . Mrs . Roy Vaughn saw the 
snake from the second f l oo r  of her hen house . It was strugg l i ng to 
get over a fence due t o  an obvious bu l ge i n  i ts body . It made i t  
over and went down a rav i ne . A chi cken was m issing . 

The l ocal f ire br i gade was summoned . They measured the d istance 
that she saw the snake cover . It was n i ne teen f e e t . The next Sunday 
was set for a snake hunt . 

The snake story was a l l  over the newswi res a nd radi o . The l ast 
c i r cus to visi t the area was asked i f  they had l ost a snake . They 
hadn't .  The snake experts were saying Oh i o  sn'akes d i dn ' t get over 
six feet l ong . Bordner t e l ls us : 

The Col umbus Zoo b i d  $ 5 0 0 for the beast . Carniva l 
concessiona i res , hunters , " snakeol ogists , " and j ust 
screwba l ls began dr i f t i ng i n , snoop i ng , mak i ng o f f e rs .  

men , 
p l a i n  

Sunday the 2 5 th o f  June was a beaut i fu l  d a y  f o r  a snake hunt . 
But the on ly event was a f a lse a l a rm - - a bogus phone c a l l  - - that 
sent the posse of snake hunters i nto the woods and b r i a rs where there 
was no snake . The posse was disbanded . A few se l e c t  men under the 
charge o f  the po l i c e  c h i e f , Art Huey , woul d  hunt the snake . 

On 2 7  June the snake was reported to the north a t  Boston Mi l ls . 
Mrs . Paul ine Hopko saw i t  i n  a tree across the r iver . She sen t a 
boy to phone for the snake c a t chers .. He c ame back wi th more boys 
to l ook at the snake but d i dn't make the c a l l . When they f ina l l y 
a rr i ved they cou l d  on l y  survey wha t  Bordner desc r i bes as " the t en­
foot weeds , the rank vi nes , and the tang l ed f l ood-p l a i n  debris o f  
t h e  r iver bo ttoms . " 
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Two day s l a ter the s nake turned up four m i l e s  up Brandyw ine Creek 
from the Cuyahoga Ri ver . Erne s t  Raymond thought he s aw a s tump where 
none should be . Then it · moved . The s nake wa s c o i l ed up and moved 
i t s  head . Raymond ran for h i s  shotgun . The s nake moved o f f  through 
deep gra s s . 

On the f i r s t  o f  Ju l y  it wa s s ee n  by Mr s . Ra l ph Gri f f i n : 

I s aw s ome thing man -h i gh where the path ente r s  the woods at the 
back of the yard . It wa s l i ke a man i n  a wh i t e  s h i rt , t i l l  I 
looked good . I t  was the s nake , reared up a nd l oo k i ng around , 
h i s  throat wh i t e and sh i ny . · 

The s nake c atchers had no l uck a l ong Brandyw ine Creek . The s nake 
wa s seen l a ter dropp i ng out o f  a tree a t  Bos ton Mi l ls .  Bordner wr i te s  
that i t  wa s " report ed a f ew more t imes . " When winter c ame i t  wa s 
no l onger seen . I t  wa s though t to have h o l ed up unde r the banks o f  
t h e  Cuyahoga . 

GEORGIA - 1940s 

Bob Harre l l  o f  the At l anta Constitution i nterviewed E .  F .  Entrek i n  
at t h e  a g e  o f  6 7 , in 1 9 7 6 . His reco l l e c tions appeared i n  Harre l l ' s 
" Da te line : Georgia " newspaper c o l umn . Entrek i n  wa s a p i pe l i ne 
i n s pector . He u s ed t o  wa l k  the lines in the 1 9 4 0s ,  covering 6 0  mil e s  
every six days . His t erri tory ·stretched from t h e  E t owah River i n  
Fl oyd County to t h e  Cha t t ahoochee River i n  Carro l l  Coun ty . T h e  Etowah 
j oin s wi th another river to become the Coosa River that f l ows through 
Al abama . 

I t  wa s i n  F loyd County be tween Wax and S eney that Entrekin c ame 
upon a l arge snake . 

I wa s going through honeysuck l e  and it was dry and r u s t l ing . 
I t  was sha t tery . Direct l y  I heard some thing sha t t e r  ahead o f  
me . I l ooked c l ose and , Bob , I seen a t  l e ast 1 0  f o o t  o f  the 
back end o f  a snake that was moving on . I had never s een s uch 
a ( part o f) snake in my life . Next week I was wal k  i n ' through 
the area aga i n  and they ' s a man p l owing . I said a few words 
to ' im and then told ' im about the biggest snake I ' d ever s ee n  
i n  m y  l i f e  a n d  h o w  it ' s got to be 1 5  f e e t  l ong . And he s ays 
to me , " Tha t  s nake ' s over 2 0  feet l ong . " 

Peop l e  near Wax and S eney said the snake wa s 2 0  to 2 6  feet l ong . 
Harr e l l  a s ked what k i nd o f  snake Entrekin though t it wa s . H i s rep l y  
wa s " Coachwh ip . I seen a l ot o f  racers during m y  wa l k ing b u t  never 
many poisonou s snake s unl ess I was going through some swamps or 
lowlands . " [ 5 ]  

1950 - OKLAHOMA 

A newswire report f rom Ok l ahoma h as been turned up Beno i t  Crevier 
of Montrea l .  It appeared in the French- l anguage dai l y  La Tribune 
o f  Sherbrooke , Quebe c , for 2 6  August 1 9 5 0 . The transl a t i on i s  courte s y  
of M .  Crevi er . 
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SNAKE 25-FEET LONG, WEIGHING 250 POUNDS 

Wewoka , Ok l ahoma A trapper is r eport i ng today that h e .  c aptured 
a l i ve , a snake more th an 1 4  inches l a rge , 2 5 - f eet l ong , and we igh i ng 
2 5 0  pounds . Th is pretty beast was keepi ng the r eg i on ' s i nhab i tants 
on the l ookout , for more than 1 5  years . 

G .  W .  Tonkawa said that he c aptured the " monster " a fter h e  
pati ent l y  set traps , for a w e e k  a n d  a ha l f . H e  h a s  not b e e n  ab l e  
to i dent i f y  the snake ' s spe c i es ,  but it is certa i n l y  a " very b i g  one , 
d i f feren t from anyth i ng ever seen up to now . " Although the monster 
has been ta lked about for the past 1 5 years i n  the region , it was 
on l y  l ast month that a farmer reported o f f i c i a l l y  see i ng a snake " as 
big as a man and as l ong as two trucks . " 

The authorities rej ected that _ i nformati on , but teams o f  searchers 
immedi ate ly organ i z ed to hunt the repti l e . 

1959 - ALABAMA 

The Assoc i ated Press repo rted on 1 4  J u l y  1 9 5 9  about a snake said 
to be 2 0  to 3 0  feet l ong . It had brown spots . It was sought in 
Marsha l l  and Deka l b  Counties , spec i fica l l y  a round K i l patr i c k . 

Mary Tutwi l er Anderson r e c a l l ed it this way i n  the Tennessee 
Folklore Society Bulletin : 

I n  the summer o f  1 9 5 9 , the papers were f u l l o f  a monstrous snake 
seen up in Albertvil l e . It was said to be 3 0  f eet l ong and as 
big around as a te l egraph po l e . Every week ' s issue o f  the Fort 
Payne Journal was f i l l ed with rumours and ta l es o f  peo p l e  who 
had seen the monster .  They said it had swa l l owed at first report , 
a c a l f , then a cow , and fina l l y  a tra ctor . It was never rea l ly 
proved , however . ( 6] 

196 2 - KENTUCKY 

The Associated Press repo rted a nother snake on 2 1  June 1 9 6 2 : 

I n  southwest Kentucky , a round the H a z e l  commun ity , they ' re 
l oo k i ng for a snake " 2 8  f eet l ong . " Farmer Hil dred Pascha l l  
f i rst r eported the snake and gave the l ength estimate , and said 
it appeared as' big around as a stove pipe . 

Ernie Co l l i ns ,  a snake hand l er with a c arniva l , went i nto 
the area yeste rday and reported to Dr . Hunte r Hancock of the 
b i o l ogy department at nearby Murray State Co l l ege that he found 
be l ly tracks and other signs that ind i cated · a  snake some 2 0  f eet 
l ong was in the vicinity . He a lso said he f ound raided squ i rr e ls ' 
nests , about 2 0  feet o f f the ground . 

Hancock sa i d  i f  the r epti l e  was a c limbi ng snake i t  possib l y  
cou l d  b e  an I ndia n  python , a non-po isonous var i ety . He sa i d  
the marki ngs described by Paschal l  corresponded t o  those o f  the 
Indian python . 

There were no r eports o f  escaped reptil es . [ 7] 
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1965 - KENTUCKY 

A l arge s nake a s  b i g  around a s  a s tove pipe was · s a i d  t o  be eat ing 
everyth i ng i n  Reyno l d s  Lake in 1 9 6 5 . Some peop l e  s a i d  they had s een 
more than one o f  the s nakes in the l ake in O l dham County near LaGrange . 
I t  wa s thought to have eaten f i sh and frog s i n  the l ake , and out s i de 
o f  the l ake , hog s . [ 8 ]  

1974 - NORTH CAROLINA 

I n  March o f  1 9 7 4  a dead snake wa s f ound i n  N a s h  County , North 
Caro l i na . I t  wa s 1 6 � feet . l ong and about 1 0 i nche s i n  d i ameter . 
I t  wa s " be l i eved to be s omeone ' s d i s c arded boa con s t r i ctor " by the 
f i nder , Da l e  Lamm . I t  appears that no one rea l l y knew wha t  the snake 
wa s . It wa s a great c u r i o s i ty ; a ttract ing many peop l e  f r om Frank l i n  
and Na s h  Count i e s  to v i ew i t . I t s  f a te w e  c an surm i s e , a s  not i c e  
wa s taken t h a t  i t  wa s beg i nn i ng t o  sme l l . T h e  evi dence s impl y  rots 
away . [ 9 ]  

· 

1978 - MONTANA 

Two and a h a l f  mi l e s  s outh o f  C a s cade , Montana , a motor i s t  s aw 
a g i ant snake i n  l a te October o f  1 9 7 8 . E i l e en B l ackburn o f  He l ena 
went to the Ch i e f  of Po l i c e  in Ca s cade to report wha t  she s aw go i ng 
north on Interstate 1 5 . 

I t  wa s between 2 0  and 3 0  f e e t  l ong and i t s c o i l s  were a t  l ea s t  
three f e e t  acros s .  I t  covered m y  s i de o f  t h e  f reeway . I t  wa s 
s t anding , w i th i t s  h e ad up , and i t  wa s t a l l er than the hood 
o f  my car . I t r i ed to s l ow down and I ' m s ure I h i t  it or i t  
s truck at t h e  c a r  becau s e  i t  h i t  h i gh on t h e  l e f t  h and s ide o f  
my car . I t  appeared t o  b e  a s o r t  o f  gray-wh i te i n  color w i th 
a t an s tr i p . I t  had a f l a t  head that c ame down to a point and 
the head wa s wi der than the body . The body wa s about s i x  inche s 
i n  d i ame ter a t  i t s  wide s t  po i n t  a nd , f rom the way i t  s tood and 
the shape of the head , it l ooked l i ke a cobra . [ 1 0 ] 

198 2 - TEXAS 

The m o s t  r ecent o f  t h i s century ' s s nake s  that I ' ve heard o f  turned 
up i n  Ea s t  Texa s in 1 9 8 2 . So accu s tomed h ave we become to di smi s s i ng 
North Ame r i c an g i ant s nake s a s  i ntroduced f rom f ore ign part s that 
l i tt l e  intere s t  wa s s t i rred up by thi s report . A Hous ton s nake expert 
was quot ed at l ength on how it wa s probab l y  a Burme s e  python , t hough 
no one had reported l o s i ng a Burme s e  python . 

The snake wa s reported by C i ndy Horswe l l  wr i t ing i n  the Hou s ton 
Chronicle. The report came from C l i f ton Louvi ere who ha s a 6 - acre 
farm by a swampy marsh in Ame s , L iberty County . The s quea l ing of 
h i s  pigs woke him up at 2 a . m .  on 1 0  Apr i l .  

He went ou t s i de and s aw what l ooked to be " a huge grayi sh , b l ack 
snake a t  least 2 5  f e e t  l ong and a s  b i g  around a s  a one ga l l on bucket . " 
Here i s  what transpi red , accordi ng t o  the reporter : 
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" I t  wa s hanging o f f  a l ow l imb o f  a n  o ak tree ins ide my 
p i g  pen , " s a i d  Louvi ere , 3 6 .  " When the s nake s aw me , it s tar ted 
back up the tree and l ooked a s  if it were coming t oward me . " 

So , Louvi ere , who had t aken h i s 1 2 -gauge shotgun wi th h im 
to inve s t i gate the squea l i ng ,  shot the s nake , h i tt i ng i t  near 
its head . The s nake dropped into the pig pen and appe ared to 
be dead . 

Us i ng a garden hoe , Louvi ere dragged the s nake f rom the 
pen and left it in his back yard . 

He p l anned to s how the s nake carc a s s  t o  the Liberty County 
Sher i f f  1 s Department the next morning , but when h e  awoke , the 
s nake wa s gone and so was one of h i s  1 0 -day - o l d  p i g l et s , he s a i d . 

He though t he mus t  h ave on l y  s tunned the s nake . A s im i l a r  g i ant 
r ept i l e had been reported twi c e  b e f ore w i t h i n  two mi l e s  o f  th i s  f arm 
dur i ng the previous 1 5  years . [ 1 1 ] 

There are other g i ant s nake s ment i oned i n  thi s century that 
r ema in obs cure . The " S a l em Serpent " s een i n  Wa s h t enaw County , 
Mi c h i gan � pr i or to 1 9 6 4 . A g i ant s nake recorded i n  f o l kl or e  c entering 
on Jenner town s h i p  i n  P ennsylvan i a . [ 1 2 ] Another K e y s t one S t a te s nake 
i s  forty - feet l ong and i dent i f i ed w i th " Broad Top Mount a i n " -- s a i d  
t o  have been s een s ince 1 9 1 9 . Howard Co f f i n  wri te s  f rom Bri dgewater , 
Vermont , that " some o l d  Vermonters c l a im that g i ant brown s nake s , 
1 2 feet l ong and more , l i ve back i n  the h i l l s . " [ 1 3 ]  How we would 
l i ke t o  know more about all the s e  s l i thering wonde r s ! 
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